
CONVITE
 
O Reitor da Universidade do Porto, a Vice-Reitora para as Relações Externas e 
Cultura e as editoras do livro Seaports in the First Global Age convidam V. Ex.ª a 
estar presente no lançamento da obra, publicada pela U. Porto Edições. A sessão 
terá lugar no próximo dia 13 de setembro, pelas 17h45, na Galeria Municipal do 
Porto (Biblioteca Almeida Garrett – Palácio de Cristal).

A apresentação da obra será feita por José Damião Rodrigues, professor da Facul-
dade de Letras da Universidade de Lisboa.

A obra 
The rise of the First Global Age is an achievement traditionally understood aspart of an ongoing 
process that started during the fifteenth century with the beginning of the Portuguese overseas 
expansion, followed by the Spanish, the Dutch, the British, the French and, later on, the Swedish 
and the Danish. Within this understanding, the greatest contribution of the Portuguese to the his-
tory of globalization was not so much the unravelling of the maritime route to Asia or the arrival in 
Brazil, but the transformation of bilateral contacts into multilateral and multilayered relationships 
in different parts of the world (Russell-Wood). These relationships between Europeans, Africans, 
Americans and Asians grew exponentially in the sixteenth century and created global networks that 
served as liaison between an ever-growing number of seaports. Maritime circuits and port cities 
became the perfect interface in which different networks, economic systems, institutional set-ups 
and political power games were played. Port cities all over the world left their role as regional play-
ers to become world cross-cultural gateways. This book intends to underline the importance of the 
changes some ports, marked by the Portuguese presence, went through because of the connec-
tions promoted by a world-wide transformative exchange. The book brings to the fore a multi-focal 
approach designed to underline phenomena that derive from morphological and environmental 
aspects, to economic dynamics, social transformations, cultural and religious practices.

As Autoras
Amélia Polónia is Professor of Portuguese Overseas Expansion, University of Porto, Portugal.
Cátia Antunes is Professor of History of Global Economic Networks: Merchants, Entrepreneurs 
and Empires, University of Leiden, Netherlands.
Co-editors of Beyond Empires. Global, Self-Organizing, Cross-Imperial Networtks, 1500-1800 
(Leiden; Bonston: Brill, 2016), Polónia and Antunes also cooperated within the DynCoopNet pro-
ject – Dynamic Complexity of Cooperation-Based Self-Organizing Networks in the First Global Age 
(www.dyncoopnet-pt.org).
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